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TO RANDALSTOWN RS,

Dear Parent/Guardian,

The aim of thig prospectug ig to give you greater ingight into the ethog and day-to-day running of Randalstown
Central Brimary School.

We hope that by reading this document you will become more aware of what we ag a echool are trying to achieve
and realice that many people, including you, have an important part to play in the educational, cocial, physical and
emotional growth of your child.

My staff and [ are endeavouring to provide a safe, friendly environment in which your child can develop the kille
which will allow him or her to grow into an independent, respongible adult, and with your co-operation [ feel we can
auecessfully achieve thig.

My etaff and [ will always be available to discuse any agpecte of your child’e development and we hope that you
feel that you can talk freely and confidentially to any of us.

Mr P Charlwood
Principal.
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ABOUT OURSOHOOL

Randalstown Central Primary School occupies quite a large gite on Church Road in the town
of Randaletown. The original building wag opened in 1936 with an extension being added in
1975. A further refurbishment took place in 2012, providing digabled access to our buildinge.

[t ia expected that for 2022/2023 the pupile will be taught in the following clagges (subject to change):
Reception | Primary One | Primary Two | Primary Three
Primary Four | Primary Five | Primary Six | Primary Seven

Pupil progrese ie monitored by clage teste throughout the year and regular homework. Statutor
Aggesement takes place at the end of Key Stage | (Primary <) and Key Stage 2 (Primary 7?
Parents will have the opportunity to formally discuse their child’s progress during Term [ through telephone
interviews and can meet informally for further discussions/updates during Terme 2 and 3. An end of
year written report will be gent home in June of each year.

Randalgtown Central Primary School hag always encouraged Parent/Teacher communication and we
believe that the education of each child ig better gerved when there are strong linke between the home
and school. We wish to create a partnership between home and school, which should result in parents
undergtanding what the achool ie attempting to accomplich for their children and how you ag
parente, may support thege efforte. Each partner hould complement and support the other and the child.

[n order to achieve the above, parente may contact the school office to arrange an appointment to gee
their child’s clage teacher at any time during the echool year.

Randalstown Primary School Progpectus Page 3



AMS & VALUES
AMS e T

The main aim of Randalstown Central Primary
School i to enable your child to fulfil hie/her potential
educationally, by providing a broad-baged curriculum
in line with what ig laid down in the Northern [reland
Common Curriculum. Our (Soriori’rg ig to engure that
children gain a firm grounding in the bagic ckills of
reading, writing and number work in the early yearg,
thug enabling them to cope better with the wide range
of compuleory cubjecte ag they pase through the
school.

Our curriculum and teaching methods are striving to

enaure that all children ghould: v -

a) Be able to communicate clearly and confidently
through the development of reading, writing, oral and
ligtening ekillg;

Thig echool:

a) Values individuale ag equale
b) Learn how to acquire and record information; b) Seeq the relevance and importance of a

atructured curriculum
c) Ae(}uire gome knowledge and underatanding of

the world in which we live in; ¢) Seeg the need for everyone to develop a

d) Learn through practice how to apply computative good etandard of work and behaviour.

skille with speed, accuracy and understanding; At Randalstown Central Brimary School we are:

e) Be provided with a framework which wil allow .

development of a reagoned set of attitudes and Confident

valueg;
Encouraging

f) Be given every opportunity to be a contributing

member of the clagg, echool and community; Nurfuring

g) Develop eelf-confidence and responsible Tolonted
Regilient
Agpirational
Leaders
Pogtive
Succegsful
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THE SCHOOL DAY

-

School Times

Morning gchool beging at 850 am. All children will enter the building when the bell rings. They will leave their
belonginge in their cloakroom and make their way to their clageroom where their teacher will be waiting. Pleage try to
have your child in the playground on time, but not before 850 am. ag, even on a wet morning, there ig no supervision
and the doorg will not be open before thig time.

Lunch for Primary (-4 children ig from [2.00 - 12.40 pm.
Lunch for Primary 5-7 children ig from (2.30 - 10 pm.

School ends for Reception children at 130 pm.

School ends for Primary [ and 2 children ende at 2.00 pm.

Afternoon echool for Primary 4-7 children ig from [1O - 3.00 p.m.

Orimary 3 children finigh school at 2.00 pm. on a Monday, Wednesday and Friday and finigh at 3.00 pm. on a
Tuesday and Thureday.

School Meals

Our cook and her staff provide excellent, nutritious mealg, cooked on the premiges. The meale are paid for on a daily
bagie and we request that pupile bring their money to school in a emall purce, which ig clearly labelled with their name.
Many Primary [-7 children bring packed luncheg, which they eat in their clagerooms — superviged by Lunchtime
Supervigory Asgistants.

Morning Break

The achool operates a ‘healthy” break policy, where we are endeavouring to educate our pupile concerning the benefite of
having ahealthy diet. [t would be appreciated f children only brought fruit or vegetables for break. Waterie availablein school.

Drinks

[f your child ig bringing a drink to school pleage make gure that it ig in a gcrew-top, unbreakable container. Accidents
do happen!
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______THE SCHOOL DAY

_\\_!_‘5 |\ Reception, Primary [ and
\ Primary 2 Children

P A rule concerning the collection of +hege!
o+ children after echool ie etrictly applied. Noa

2 Reception, Primary | or Primary 2 child

' ic permitted to leave the gechool building
 unlese they are accompanled by an adult
preferably the child’s mum or dad. Thig engureg
the safety of thege 4, 5 and 6 year olds and "=
|| applies no matter how cloge they live to the |
achool...the gafety of your child ie our main

) concern.

Pleage inform the teacher if the child ig to be
2 collected by a different adult than usual, and
enaure that they are punctual, to minimige
anxiety.

N Absences

(f your child ic abgent from echool for
any reagson please gend a short note
l| oxplaining the absence to the child’e
§ teacher on hig/her return. [f the abgence ig
going to be lengthy pleage ring the school or
contact ug through ParentMail to let ug know.

Health Matters

The School Nurge wil examine your
N\ child in the infant clagges. Pleage try to

W atfend thig examination. A magg check-up ig
carried out from time fo time in school by the %
School Nurge and you will be adviged of any
treatment found to be neceseary. If you
are concerned about gpeech, hearing or
sight defecte epeak to the School Nurge or
the teacher and you will be directed to the
appropriate health department.

From time to time outbreaks of head lice

= occur, please keep a close eye on your =
 child’s hair and if you find that he or she hag

contracted head lice pleage inform ug

immediately.

E / DPleage algo gee note on Drug Adminigtration
g b= .../ under ‘Pagtoral Care’.

Py R & SR
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[HE CURRICULUM

Mathematics and Numeracy

[n Mathematica and Numeracy, we place a gtrong
emphagic on children investigating numberg  uging
practical materiale. We encourage them to communicate
their findinge and record them accurately. [n recent years,
we have developed our own Mathg Explorer’s Brogramme
where children work to gain certificates and keye which
can be exchanged for prizes. Thig helps to motivate
the children and adds a fun element to their learning.

Language and Literacy

[n Language and Literacy, we uge the Talk for Writing
process which encompagsges all three etrandg of this
curricular area - Talking and Ligtening, Reading and
Writing.

Through thig programme, children are encouraged to
become confident speakers, fluent readers and creative
writerg.

ICT

At Randaletown Central PS we embrace new
technologieg and utilise them to enhance teaching and
learning. As a echool we are continually building upon
auecess by finding innovative ways of uging (CT in
every area of the curriculum.

We are well resourced, having interactive whiteboards in
each clagsroom and gete of [-Padg for each key stage.

The uge of [CT provides pupile with the gkille to handle

and communicate information, colve probleme, poce
questiong and be creative.
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The curriculum area of World Around Ug (WAU)
compriges the 3 eubjects of Geography, History and
Science and Technofg)gg. All children have a natural
wonder and curiosity, and we aim to equip children
with the knowledge, skills and understanding they need
in a rapidly changing world. Children will be given the
opportunity to explore their world in the context
of home, achool, local area and the wider world.
Children are aleo given the opportunity to participate in a
variety of educational tripe to enhance their
learning of a Earﬁcular topic, for example the beach,
Greenmount, the Uleter Mugeum or Titanic Belfagt.

The Arts

From the very first days at school right through to
Primary 7, mugic forme an important part of our school
curriculum. The children are encouraged to enjoy
ginging and playing percugsion ingtrumente and ag they
progress through the echool recorder lesgong are provided.

Opportunities are algo provided for singing and acting
in religious services and dramatic productions. Over the
yearg the children have performed in productiong guch ag
The Lion King, Annie, The Wizard Oz and mogt recently,
My Son Pinocchio. Here at Randalgtown Central, we
encourage the holistic development of the children within
our gchool.

Our genior pupile are given the opportunity to
undertake mugical tuition during echool hours with an EA
peripatetic mugic tutor.
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PE & Sport

The physical oleve(oi)\meml of pupile in Randalstown
Central Primary School is geen ag being very important.
Facilities include a good-sized indoor hall, a large grags
areag and large tarmac play areag. Al children have the
opportunity to participate in games, dance, gymnagtice,
athletice and swimming (Primary 5-7).

Duri[g are encouraged to participate and develop their
akille in the varioug activitieg offered regardless of
phygical ability.

Religious Education

The gyllabuges for Religious Education are entirely
non-denominational. Asgemblies play an important part
in the life of our echool. Senior aggemblies take place on
Friday and are taken by a local minister.

Parente have the statutory right of withdrawal from
Collective Worchip and RE. [f parents wish to have
their children excluded from RE. lessons or from
aggembly they should make contact with the school
and arrange to gpeak to the clase teacher or
principal.

Personal Development and Mutual
Understanding

As a congequence of the Education Reform
Order, Governorg are required to engure that Pergonal
Development and Mutual Understanding (BOMU) ie
fostered through the delivery of the Northern Ireland
Reviged Curriculum.

POMU ig taught through all agpects of the curriculum by
encouraging our pupile to have regpect for the opinions,
valueg, beliefe and standards of others. The pupile are
involved in contact with pupile from other schoolg, with
vigitorg to the echool and with the local community in the
following ways:

*[nter-gchool gporting competitiong

» Vlisite from the Community Dolice

* Shared Education with Mount St. Michael’s PS.
Randalgtown.
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[HE CURRICULUM

Special Educational Needs

In Randalgtown Central Brimary School emphagig is
placed on meeting the needs of all pupile regardlese of
ability. Through continuoug monitoring and aggegssment
of all children the gpecial educational needs of any child
will be identified. [nitial action will be taken by the clage
teacher who may involve the Special Needs
Co-Ordinator who will establish a programme of
gpecialiet help. Where neceseary, expertice from
outeide the echool will be utilised. At all ctages
parente will be kept fully informed on action taken.

Aggessment

Ageesement forme a crucial part of our planned
teaching. [ informe ug of how much the children know
before we teach a topic and it informe ug of how
auecessful our teaching hag been.

The gchool algo uges aggessment to ‘track’ our pupile’
academic development throughout the echool.

Homework

Homework is ugedin thig echool to support the teaching of
the pupile. [t allows parents to see what the children have
been learning on a day-to-day basis <o they can support
the work of the teachers. [t algo ﬁ)rovideg pupile with extra
opportunity to practice the ekille learned in the claggroom.

Differentiation

Each child will be taught the compuleory subjecte at a
level which ig suited to hig or her own ability in line with
our aim of maximiging the full potential of all our pupils.
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Reception

For children at Randalstown Central Primary School,
their gchool journey can begin from their fourth
birthday, with a fully funded place in our Busy Beeg’
Reception clage. Here children are taught by an
experienced and fully qualified teacher who supporte
them o geftle into life in our echool. We follow the M
Pregchool Curriculum and Reception children learn
through a completely play baged curriculum, having
accese to a well-regourced environment, both indoorg
and outdoors.

Like Diaget, we are pasgionate about our belief that
“play is the work of childhood”. Over the lagt four
years, we have adopted the ‘In the Moment Planning’
atyle of play, which allows children to have complete
autonomy over their learning, supported by
experienced adulte who can scaffold their learning.
We believe that children learn best when they
direct the play and they are supported to do thig in a
eafe and gecure learning environment throughout their
early years with ug.

Any prospective parentg are encouraged to visit the
school fo discuse pre-gchool education and view our
facilities.

Key Stage One:
Primary Three
and Primary
Four

Key Stage One classes continue to develop the
fundamental gkille learnt in Reception and the
Foundation Stage, through a fun and practical
curriculum.

The children’s early Literacy and Numeracy skille are
developed in practical activities and  investigations.
Children in Primary Three and Orimary Four take
part in Activity Baged Learning through a range of
interesting and engaging topics.
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[HE SCHOOL JOURNEY

Foundation
Stage:
Primary One
and Primary Two

In the Foundation Stage, the building blocke are
laid for the children’s future learning. We teach the
different areag of the N[ Reviged Curriculum in a fun and
practical way. Again, play ig at the centre of everything
we do in Foundation Stage. The fundamental ekills of
Phonice, Reading, Writing and Numeracy are taught
and reinforced through the children’s independent play,
in our purpose built and well-resourced playroome and
outdoor area. Al children in Brimary One and Two have
extended periods of indoor and outdoor play every day.
The important gkills of communication, negotiation,
collaboration, independence and problem solving are
key agpecte the children develop in Foundation Stage.

Key Stage Two:
Brimary;Five,
Brimary Six and
Brimary Seven

By the time children reach Key Stage Two, they
are well on their way to becoming independent
learnere. Key Stage Two clagges builld on the
foundationg that have been laid in Foundation Stage and
Key Stage One, through teaching of the core eubjects and
children are  eupported and encouraged to
become critical thinkere and problem  golvers.
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[HE SCHOOL JOURNEY

CLASSROOM
ORCANISATION

Clasges are formed by placing children of imilar age in
a clasg for the school year.

In the afternoong, a system of clase exchanges utiliges
the gpecialist expertise of all the teachers when gubjects
auch ag Mugic, [CT, etc. are taught to the Primary 4 to
Primary 7 children.

TRANSFER AT {i+

The following are some of the echoole to which we have
gent our children in recent years:

Antrim Grammar School
Ballymena Academy
Cambridge Houge Grammar
Cullybackey High School
Dunclug College
Magherafelt High School
Parkhall College

Rainey Endowed

Slemich College

Sperrin Integrated College
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_PASTORAL CARE

*\\

2 [n order to engure ’rha’r the pastoral needs of each ?Upl[ are catered for, the teachers and ancillary staff endeavour to maintain a
warm, earing and gecure atmogphere in the gchool. The parents, +eaaherg Principal, Board of Governors and eupport ervices
all mugt play their parte in thig vital agpect of school life.

During the regular parent/teacher consultations the children’s welfare and well-being are digcugsed ag well ag their progrese in k
more educational matterg. Parente are encouraged to inform the teacher or Principal of any problem which may be cauging the
child anxiety, and they can be gure that such information will be treated with complete confidentiality.

Should a child be injured or become ill in echool, Firet Aid will be administered when appropriate and the parent contacted, if
required. f the parent cannot be contacted, medical help will be sought when necesgary. ;E

Pupilg should not be gent into eehool when they are ill, but cometimes doetorg advige that pupils should attend school while gtil
needing to take medicine, either becauge they are uffering from some chronic illnese or allergy (euch ag diabetes or agthma) or |
becauge they are recovering from a ghort-term illnesg and are under-going a course of treatment needing antibiotic. [t ig the
regpongibility of the parents to administer euch druge but it ic esgential that your child’s teacher ig aware of the detailg in such
cageq...do not expect your child to know nor to convey such detaile. You mugt gpeak to the office before sending medicines/
drugs to school and be made aware of the full detaile regarding the exceptional circumstanceg when medicines may be
adminigtered by the clasg teacher.

The degignated teacher for Child Protection iggueg ig Mr. Charlwood.

The deputy designated teachers are Mise MeCurdy and Misg Pedlow.
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SCHOOL COUNCIL CRARITIES

Pupile from P4 ~ D7 have an opportunity to Worthy cauges are selected each term and
become memberg of our School council your gupport ig requested. [n Randalstown

Central, we believe that encouraging the
Our School Council involveg children in the pupile to help those in our society less
democratic decision making process and it fortunate than ourgelveg, is an important part of
teacheg them citizenship. developing ‘good citizenchip” within our pupile.
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SHARED EDUCATION

Pupile and staff at Randalstown Central Primary School enjoy very cloge working relationshipe with Mount St
Michael’e Primary School.

We are involved with the Shared Education Project which encourages croge-sectoral collaborationg across all
areag of the curriculum.

RANDALSTOWN

EXTRA-CURRICULAR

A wide range of extra-curricular activities and clubg are offered to our older pupile (Primary 5-7).
The following i a ligt of our usual activities: A

- Choir

- Hockey

+ Football

- Nethall

» Cycling Proficiency
- Mugic Tuition
- Art

» Drama

- [CT and Coding
- Cookery

+ Seripture Union
- Bardening

Gardening

We have a large garden congicting of < raiged bedg and a variety of apple and plum treeg. Two of the raiged
beds are planted with wildlife friendly plants, one ie a multi-gensory and digging area and the fourth bed ie
devoted to vegetable growing.

Al children get to uce the garden to plant seeds, nurture plante and harvest then eat the
produce they have grown. Ae wel ag gaining skille in horticulture, the garden ie uged by all
clagges in a crose-curricular way, for example in the study of Numeracy, The Artg, Literacy, World Around Us.

The garden ig uged on a daily bagie ag an outdoor play area by the Reception and Foundation Stage clagges.
Spending time in the garden provides benefite to the children’s physical, emotional and mental well-being

An after echoole gardening club operateg throughout the year.
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CHARGING & REMISSIONS POLICY

The Board of Governorg affirm that all
compulsory echool eubjecte will be provided |5
free of charge. '

The Governore will however, invoke The ™
Educational Reform (N.) Order 1989,
to agk parente to make a voluntary
contribution to defray the cost of certain
educational activities.

The Board of Governorg ig aware of the
importance of gutaining Educational Vigits
and Regidential Tripe and the following ic 2§
aummary of our Charging and Remiggione  §
Policy.

Regidential Trips

| Ag regidential trips normally take place [
| mainly outside the echool day a charge
| will be made to cover the cogte of board
and lodgings. To cover further cogte
incurred ?e.g. trangport, admisgion chargeg,
| ofe...) parente will be agked for voluntary
| contributions ¢o that the visit may take
p[ace Regidential trips take place each
| year, with tripg either ingide and outside
Norfhem [reland organised each year.

|
| Day Trips

Day trips are undertaken by all @
| clagges during the echool year and are
connected to work carried out in the
claggroom. Voluntary contributiong will be
required to cover the coste of such trips.

[f voluntary parental contributiong are not
forthcoming for any proposed day trip or
regidential visit the viability of the trip will
be congidered by the Board of Governors.

| A fuly copy of our Charging and
| Remiggione Policy ie available from the
| achool.

Page (4 Randalstown Primary School Progpectus



SCHOOL UNIFORM

Girlg’ Umform

Blue Polo Shirt
Sweatghirt/Cardigan/School Fleece

Grey skirt/pinafore or Black/Grey trougers
Black tighte/White socke

Sengible shoeg/training shoes

Boyg’ Uniform

Blue Polo Shirt
Sweatshirt/School Fleece
Grey/Black trougers

Grey gocke

Sengible ehoes/ Training shoeg

An overcoat ig egential for playing outside on cold, damp dayg -
a achool overcoat ig available.

PLEASE ENSURE YOUR CHILD’S NAME IS CLEARLY |
' MARKED ON EVERY TEM OF CLOTHING,

. INCLUDING SHOES.

All thege iterg may be purchaged from the online shop. A emall
gtock of uniform ig available in echool during the year. Parents wil
be notified by ParentMail when the shop is open.

(T (S HOPED THAT ALL PARENTS WILL SUPPORT
THE SCHOOL IN STRIVING TOWARDS THE
WEARING OF SCHOOL UNIFORM.

: ﬁ Uniform for PE.

Al children participate in OE. and it is expected that they |

29 change info appropriate clothing  when doing <o, and &

back into uniform afterwards. A pair of indoor choee i¢
neceseary for guch lessong along with T-ghirt and shorts.

2{ Senior boyg playing football must wear a pair of shin pads during |
practicee and matches. '
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DARENT TEACHER ASSOCIATION

: A thriving and industrious Parent-Teacher
. Association Erowdes opportunities for parents
to use the school premises for recreational and
educational meetings, and at the same time
provide vital funds for the purchage of equipment
for school. You, as a parent, are automatically
amember of the DT.A and the Committee wi
welcome your suggestions and support.
[n Randalstown Central, we believe in a ‘true’
Parent-Teacher Association, with the Principal
and Teacher Represen’faﬂves taking an active
role in the committee.

DAY CARE

We have cloge linke with the local day
care Country Treagureg.

We aleo have Greenfielde Day Care
ongite.
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Randaletown Central
Primary School

Randasltown Central Principal:
Primary School Mr P Charlwood

Email:
ga?\':il:l‘g\oﬁzad’ peharlwood682 @cZkni.net

BT413AdJ.
Northern Ireland. Tel: (028)94472519

www.randalstownprimary.co.uk




